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Awards show industry ‘pride’
for doing good deeds

Month-long celebration
shows public the true
face of the industry

By Tina Grady
Sewior Associate Editor

When collision repair shop owner
Michael Anderson dressed as the Baster
bunny for the local clildren’s hospital, he
wasn't expecting to be recognized for his
efforts. Dressing as the Easter Bunny and
asking other shop owners to donate
money so he can buy stuffed bunnies to
give to the children is just something he
has done for nearly the past 10 years.

Burt it’s also a deed that many people
wouldn't characterize anyone in the

- collision repair

mdustry doing
because of the often
negative, sterectyp-
1cal, pre-conceived
notions held abourt
people in the
industry—which & why it particulary
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These awards, which have been given
since 1995, are just one facet of the
NABC efforts to improve the collision
repair industry’s irmage, For the past
several years, the WABC s dubbed
October as National Collision Industry
Repair Pride month. Shop ewners and
anyone else within the industry is
encouraged to hold open houses, explain
how the business works and to sponsor
special events to help promote a goad
name for the industry.

Collision Reparr Industry Pride
Month and the Pride Awards are an
opportunity to showcase the type of
people working within the industry. “It’s
to show that we are an industry of
people that cares and gives,” says Stacy
Barmik, Collision Reepair Industry Pride
Award committee chairwoman. “T think
it shows what other people are capable
of doing when they set their rmnd 1o it

Chuck Sulkala, executive director of
the NABC and owner of Acme Body &
Paint in Jamaica Plan, Mass_, says the
people recogrized are “simply examples
of many hundreds or thousands of
people in the industry” working o make
a difference. This year Sulkala says he






